Fifty years of care at St Mary of the Angels
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Paul Lynsey makes a special presentation to Sr Mary Rose Doyle at the St Mary of the Angels facility
in Beaufort as it held its 50th anniversary celebration on Tuesday. The facility has been anintegral
part of the local community in mid Kerry and has helped hundreds of families across Kerry since it
opened in 1968. Bishop of Kerry Ray Browne and former Kerry footballers Aidan 0'Mahony and Marc 0
Sé helped plant an oak tree on the day. Photo by Michelle Cooper Galvin SEEPAGE19




By STEPHEN FERNANE

ST MARY of the Angels has a place *

all to itself in the hearts of Kerry
people as over 400 people gathered
at the campus to celebrate its Golden
Jubilee on Tuesday afternoon. Par-
ents, family and friends showed their
appreciation for the wonderful work
carried out at the Beaufort-based
facility and they looked to the future
with ambition and confidence.
Mass was concelebrated by Bish-
op Ray Browne with Archbishop
Dermot Clifford (the latter a former
Chaplin at St Mary of the Angels).
Fr Derek O’Connell, and others were
also celebrants. The Franciscan Sis-
ters, who founded the centre in 1968,
were present, as was Sister Marie
Rose Doyle and her family who have
a long association with the story of
St Mary of the Angels and its lands.
“Back in 1966 when the land was

handed over, and again in 1968
when the facility was built, it was
the community of Kerry that rallied
together to support the services,” said
Claire O’Dwyer, General Manager of
St Mary of the Angels.

“This continues to the present day
and people who have come across
the place over the years have always
taken it to their heart,” Claire added.

Best wishes were offered to St
Mary of the Angels on the day by two
former presidents, Mary Robinson
and Mary McAleese, while Micheél
O Muircheartaigh, along with former
Kerry footballers Aidan O’'Mahony
and Marc O Sé, planted an oak tree
symbolising growth into the future.

Minister Brendan Griffin, Cathao-
irleach of Kerry County Council,
Norma Foley, and Mayor of Killar-
ney, John Sheahan attended what
was a memorable occasion for all
present.
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FrLiam McCarthy OFM, Sr Kathleen Murphy, Bridie Purcell, Mary O'Leary, Eileen Doyle Scully, Sr Mary Rose,

RobertMcCarron, Archbishop Dermot Clifford, Micheal 0'Muircheartaigh, Aidan 0'Mahony, Marian and

S James Kenny, Marc 0'Sé, Fr Derek 0'Connell, Claire 0'Dwyer, Bro. Donatus and Bishop Ray Browne planting a
S tree onthegrounds to mark the StMary of the Angels' 50th on Tuesday. Photo by Michelle Cooper Galvin
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