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Massive reaction to
Lynn's powerful piece
# on RTE's Cutting Edge

SISTER OF ST MARY'S RESIDENT GENERATES HUGE SLEW OF SUPPORT IN
RELATION TO HER BROTHER'S PLIGHT UNDER HSE'S ‘MOVING ON' POLICY
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By DONALNOLAN

ONE woman’s fight for the future of
the care centre her brother calls home
lit up social media last week after a
cutting-edge appearance she made on
the national broadcaster.
Cahersiveen native Lynn Fitzpatrick
- whose profoundly disabled brother
Bernard has lived in St Mary of the An-
gels since he was a child - appeared on
the Soapbox section of RTE’s Cutting
@Edge, presented by Brendan O’Connor.
It was an appearance that came
n the back of a moving article she
ote in recent months, printed in
Kerryman, cogently setting out
er argument that the language now
used to sensitively discuss the welfare
and lives of the disabled in general is
aving a negative impact on the most
rofoundly disabled - like her beloved
rother Bernard.
St Mary of the Angels has been
osed to new admissions for some
ars and was the subject of intense
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fears in recent months that residents
were to be moved into houses in towns
and villages under a national policy.

The HSE’s Time to Move on from
Congregated Settings policy set out a
new vision for the care of adults with
disabilites: moving adults into homes
in comnrunities. However, Disabilities
Minister Finian McGrath moved to
assure all families that none would
be moved out of the home unless they
wished to move.

But Lynn feels the whole language
surrounding the disabled actually fails

the most profoundly disabled, like her )

brother, who account for four per cent
of the disabled population: those who
are both severely intellectually and
physically disabled.

As she set out in her hard-hitting
appearance on RTE on Wednesday,
Lynn believes the term ‘handicapped’
a much more accurate description of
this vulnerable minority’s state and one
that would exert a fairer influence if
recognised by the policy-makers.

“] want people to wake up to the
reality that places like SMOA are com-
munities in their own right. I want
people to think about why it’s okay to
have Special Olympics but not Special
Communities? I want admissions reo-
pened so that those people caring for
their children at home can get the help
and support they so badly need and so
that children and adults with severe
and profound disabilities can avail of
the same fantastic opportunities that
Bernard has,” Lynn told The Kerryman
this week.

She said she was blown away by the
reaction to the piece, as hundreds of
messages were posted by people sym-
pathising with her views - including
Norah Casey, who remarked on Lynn’s
courage (left),

“The response on social media has
been fantastic and thank you to every-
one who is engaging in this conversa-
tion. I think it is vital that people like
Bernard are no longer misrepresented
and hidden by language,” Lynn said.




